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- WMichael and Dianne rlexanian

wanted to branch

out and immerse
themselves in
something global,
something with
far-reaching

cffects.
Their effort
began with

Tamiya Ryu, a
form of Japancse
sword
swordsmanship
there are two
schools of
thought: the life-
taking sword and

art. In

the life-preserving
sword.

The first style
has been used as a
Japanese military
technique throughout
the ages. During
World War 1L,
American soldiers
were told o beware of
Japanese soldiers who
had ran out of bullets;
they would charge
with their swords,

As a boy growing
up in East Lansing,
Michael remembers
having an avid interest
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Michael and Dianne Alexanian standing In their Japanese garden,
behind their Stuart Street home. The Alexanians have operated a

Japanese cultural center from their home since last fall.

rom the strect, the
F residence of Michael

and Dianne Alexanian
looks like any other in their
Glencairn neighborhood.

But step around to the back,
and you've entered a different
world.

On Sept. 22 of last year,
Michael and Dianne opened the
Skakunage Cultural Foundation
in their home.

Since then, they have
worked to create a place where
Americans can learn more about
Japanese culture, and where
Japanese people staying in the
area can receive a little dose of
home when they get homesick.

The Alexanians teach
martial arts and flower
arranging, and they host

programs on Japanese cullure.
They have created a Japanese
garden in their backyard.

But more than programs and
tangible things, the Alexanians
have created an atmosphere of
tranquility and harmony which
touches both those who live
there and those who visit.

and Dianne both

I retired and began

studying Japanese sword art at
MSU. They also enrolled in
Japanese language and culture
COUrses.

Michael had been working
for Alexanian’s, the business his
father co-owned, and Dianne
had recently sold her business,
Coordinated Consulting. They

en years ago, Michael

in British knights. He
said he was fascinated
with their chivalry and
codes of conduct, and
this paved the way for
his interest in Asia.

His father fought in World
War 11, and Michacl said his
father's knowledge of military
strategy always fascinated him.

“I hoped to find some style
of my own, and I knew it would
hit me, deep down, when [ did,”
Michael said.

He felt that connection
when he discovered Tamiya
Ryu, the “life-preserving
sword.”

“It whacked me right in the
face,” Michael said.

The person who practices
Tamiya Ryu never attacks.
When up against an opponent,
the idea is to deliver cuts to the
arm or leg, giving the attacker a
chance 1o rethink and back

away.

“The assumption is that they
won’t stop, so the final cut is
designed to take the opponent
down,” Dianne said.

The Alexanians said what
they learn as students of sword
art has translated into their
everyday lives,

Michael and Dianne pose in front of a doll exhibit in their pavillion
on March 3. The exhibit showcased 80 kinds of dolls and drew both
Japanese and Americans from the area.

“You have to learn how to
make the mind, spirit and body
work together,” Michael said. “It
blends together with the
peaceful, harmonious
environment here.”

leven students learn
E Tamiya Ryu in the

Dianne poses with her lkebana, or flower arranging, instructors.
From left, Patricia Kaplan, Mary ishinc and Dianne.






